DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
make in Budapest, or Bucharest, or Prague. He is given for his
sterling, say, 35 pengoes, instead of the official rate of 26, In
return, he credits the sterling equivalent to his Jewish acquaint-
ance's account in London. But the competition is great, another
Jew offers more, and so the rate rises and rises. In Budapest,
as I write, pounds can be sold for 70 pengoes instead of 26, in
Bucharest for 1700 lei instead of 850, in Prague for 450 kronen
instead of 140, in Belgrade for 310 dinars instead of 250, and so on,
and so on.
By this means, you may lose some of your fortune, but you pave
a golden road to England, where you may quickly make good the
loss.
I sat in Budapest and talked about these things with a Hungar-
ian nobleman, a charming and cultivated man who was in the van
of the opposition to Imr&iy, who hated the thought of a Hungary
in vassaldom to Germany. Under the new law, which provided
that Jews and half-Jews should hold a separate miniature election
and return six per cent of the members of Parliament, bishops and
priests would have to vote, he said, as half-breeds at the Jewish
election. The priest of his own parish, he added, was a full-blooded
Jew. How could you introduce racial theories in Hungary, he
asked? In the aristocracy the blood of a score of races was inextric-
ably mingled. His own family was an example. CI don't care
much about Jews', he said, 'but all my humane instincts revolt at
the thought of this discrimination. Where could you find a pure-
blooded Hungarian, a pure Magyar? Only in the villages, if at all.9
Now that is absolutely true, and I have written something
of the sort earlier in this book. The Hungarians have become
inextricably crossbred. As far as pure-bred Hungarians exist,
they are among the poor peasantry. But it seems to me that
the original inhabitants of the land ought to be the first, not
the last, to have a claim on compassion and consideration. No-
body ever thought of protesting when discrimination was exercised
against them. Serfdom and bondage were things which revolted
nobody's humane feelings — and they are still scarcely free of
them.
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